Exposure to bloodborne pathogens in the academic setting: prevention, reporting, and management issues.
Management of nursing students exposed to bloodborne pathogens in the academic setting continues to challenge nurse educators. Management issues include nonreporting by students, lack of established policies and procedures, and inconsistent application of postexposure policies. The authors confirmed previously identified 50% nonreporting rates by students. Development of a postexposure management plan is discussed, emphasizing the need for psychological and medical interventions.